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Install a pond in your garden and you
could support a range of wildlife from
hedgehogs to newts|

L —




here to start
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Things to avoid

>dP 1.Fish

i 2. Islands or
platforms

Be careful not to overfill your new pond with
plants. Allow it to colonise naturally. The
‘new-pond’ stage is very short compared to the
whole life of a pond. It is important not to shorten
it further by adding lots of plants right at the
beginning. Many animals and plants thrive in
ponds during their early years and then move on
once the pond matures. There is more information
about pond plants from Freshwater Habitat Trust.

3. Allowing dogs to
swim in your pond

Monitor the plant life that establishes itself in the first few years after a pond is

created. Bare earth can quickly be overtaken by invasive species such as New :

Zealand swamp-stonecrop, parrot’s feather and water primrose. These plants :

should be removed before they take a hold, in order to give native plants a chance ’
to establish themselves. If left, they can be very difficult to remove.
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http://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/pond-clinic/identifying-freshwater-plants/
http:/freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/habitats/pond/
http:/freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/habitats/pond/

Pond in a pot

We've talked about the benefits of adding a pond to a space, but it is
important to realise that no space is too small for a pond, as long as you
are willing to be creative. A pond doesn't have to be dug into the ground,
in a really small space you can build a pond in a pot. Ponds in pots aren't
only cheap or free, they are easy to create and even easier to take care of.

What to look for as your
pond establishes over time

In early spring, look for frog spawn, or strings of toad spawn,
often in deeper water. Both common frogs and smooth newts
colonise garden ponds. Newts are best seen just after dusk in
the early summer by scanning the pond edges with a torch - Miniponds can be constructed from a range of containers!

check also for Daubenton’s bats, sometimes seen skimming Sgﬁ SA AN e 8 afgﬁf;;‘?s’ezo;”slgsﬁiplant

low over the surface at dusk hunting for food. provided you make sure wildlife can get in and out with
some rocks or logs.

Choosing your pot

When choosing your pot, you need to make sure it has a
wide opening for wildlife to get in and out of and it should
be wider than it is deep. Shape isn't really important. You
will need to check that it is completely watertight and if
not then add a pond liner.

Add gravel and rocks to your pond to create different depths.
Ensure there is an easy route out for anything that might
fall in.

Like a big pond, fill with rainwater and don't add too many
plants, often a single plant will be enough.

How to build a mini wildlife pond D Watire

You will need: ® (;hoose a spot. Your med will need @ Add a layer of gravel and rocks.
llsl/\t, but not full sunhght all day. ; , ¢
. You can dig a hole and sink your @ Fill your pond W‘t.‘" raquter

o4 watt_ert\grt container, or just have it sitting on top. (tap water contains chemicals).

contaner .

@ If the container isn't watertight, @ ST pla:tmg 'l" You only need

+ old bricks, rocks e.q. an old plant pot, then add SO chitaie plad,

and pebbles a piece of pond liner. K @ Now watch and wait! Wildlife will

T come to your pond of its own accord.

One vertical growing plant =
that reaches out of the

water e.g.flowering rush

* pond plants
\ s flan/UA g

Summer is the best
time for pond-dippINE™

expect water beetles, diving

beetles, water fleas, dragonfly )
= phs, caddisfly larvae ool
nymp S, = 1s. You * spade Use logs — 4
and aquatic spals o— ) ., ' e
can find information on arange of ¥
d dipping on the | S T
pon p d * Is there anything that you Pt ’ Y ac
Wﬂ.dfOW]. and Wetlan can upeycle? It could be an old cr:::;.::‘i
i washing-up bowl, sink or even a ;
:I‘we.bsrte_- ulant p?)t. Aim for 20-30cm deep. peraei
Ponds 6 Don't introduce frogs, fish or even water from another pond as this can spread disease.



http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-explorer/amphibians/common-frog
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-explorer/amphibians/smooth-newt
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-explorer/mammals/daubentons-bat
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2019/08/how-to-pond-dip/
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-explorer/invertebrates/beetles/great-diving-beetle
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-explorer/invertebrates/beetles/great-diving-beetle
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-explorer/invertebrates/other-insects/caddisfly
https://www.wwt.org.uk/news-and-stories/news/a-guide-to-pond-dipping-tips-for-a-successful-trip
https://www.wwt.org.uk/news-and-stories/news/a-guide-to-pond-dipping-tips-for-a-successful-trip

Have you been inspired to do something for nature? Inspire
others by sharing your story on social media and add it to our

interactive map of local people like you taking action to bring
willdife back.

for more information head to:

« How to Manage a pond for wildlife | Cheshire Wildlife Trust
« Create A Pond - Freshwater Habitats Trust

« Ponds - Freshwater Habitats Trust

« Million Ponds Project - Freshwater Habitats Trust

« Create ponds and lakes - GOV.UK

For more free guides, videos and activity packs please visit our website.
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https://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/cheshires-wild-network-map
https://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/how-manage-pond-wildlife
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/pond-clinic/create-pond/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/habitats/pond/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/million-ponds/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sustainable-farming-incentive-guidance
http://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/toolkits
http://cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/cheshirewildlifetrust/
https://twitter.com/CheshireWT
https://www.instagram.com/cheshirewildlifetrust
https://www.tiktok.com/@cheshirewildlifetrust

