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The old saying ‘many hands make light work' is very true
and depending on what you need to do to your space, you
may be very glad of a community helping. The key is
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Sl e viel By Sl ek Ravelvel with people who might use it, or who IYCC plahtihg If you have room planting native trees or creating an orchard

might be impacted by it changing, is very
important from the early stages. It can

help to prevent any issues further down
the line.

is a great task for a group of people and depending on the size of the trees quite easy.
You can get more information and can even buy trees from the Woodland Trust.

(reatihg "Iabltats You can build bug hotels, hedgehog houses and mini ponds. Find out
how by visiting our website.

Sow wvildflowes ifyouhavea
lot of space then creating a wildflower
meadow is a good way to improve
your space and to create a lovely
place for people to visit. If you are
short of space then planting
wildflowers in pots will still provide
food for pollinating insects and is
something lovely for people to see.
Have a look on our website for
more information.

Clearing invasive species
Depending on your site you might
have to deal with invasive species
like Rhododendron bushes or
Himalayan balsam. There is more
information about invasive

species and what to do with

them on Gov.uk.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/invasive-non-native-alien-plant-species-rules-in-england-and-wales
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
https://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/grasslands/go-wild-wildflowers
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/
https://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/actions

Once you have transformed your space and it is
a haven for wildlife, it is important to keep
people connected and using the space. People
might think that once the initial hard work

is done that their involvement can end. This
doesn't need to be the case so below are some
ideas of how people can use the space long term.

General maintenance

There will always be jobs to do in any
space, litter picking, watering flowers
if they're in pots, mowing pathways
through wildflower meadows,
tidying, etc.

Craft activities

There are so many activities that can take
place outside: collecting items for a collage,
pressing flowers and leaves to make
bookmarks, weaving with natural objects,
painting or drawing what you see. The options
are endless just make sure that anything that
is used is already on the ground. If everyone
picked flowers or took leaves, very quickly

all the plants would be gone.

Citizen science

This might sound very serious but, it can be lots of fun and perfect for families. If
you are hosting an open day in a community space or a staff family day for your
workplace there are lots of activities you can plan.

> A bug hunt or wildlife search — We
have lots of spotter sheets on our
website to help you identify what you
see. There is also a free app called
INaturalist that can identify plants

and insects from a photograph taken on
your phone. Remember to report what
you find to RECORD.

> Pond dipping - If you have water in your
space then pond dipping to find out what
lives there is a good way to monitor how
well the pond is doing. The Wildfowl and
Wetlands Trust have great tips on how to
pond dip safely and all the equipment that
you'll need.

Hold a Wassail

If you've planted an orchard on your site then
why not hold a wassail? Wassailing is the
ancient British custom of visiting your apple
orchard, reciting incantations and singing to
the trees. The idea is to promote a good harvest
in the autumn. It is lots of fun and a great
opportunity to get the community together

to enjoy food, drink and music, often there is
also a bonfire, but this will obviously depend
on your space. Learn more about this tradition
from the National Trust.

| Wellbeing with nature

Evidence shows that connecting with nature can have
a positive impact on mental and physical health. There

are lots of ways in which any space, no matter how

small or urban, can be used to improve wellbeing for

those who use it. We have a separate guide called

creating a space for wellbeing that is full of ideas,
there is also more information on our website.


https://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/nature-for-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/things-do/get-started-your-spotter-sheets
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://record-lrc.co.uk/
https://www.wwt.org.uk/news-and-stories/news/a-guide-to-pond-dipping-tips-for-a-successful-trip
https://www.wwt.org.uk/news-and-stories/news/a-guide-to-pond-dipping-tips-for-a-successful-trip
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/ritual-and-revelry-the-story-of-wassailing
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