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locating and choosing an
appropriate hub space

Nature and its many learning opportunities is all around us in both countryside and
urban spaces alike but there are lots of considerations to think about before finalising
your chosen hub space. This guide aims to highlight those considerations and support
you to find a great location that is inspiring, practical and safe for you and your
programme participants.

Seeking permission

Remember that wherever your location,
whether it's obvious or not, the site will
belong to somebody so permission will be
required to use the space. If permission is
granted it may include some caveats for
certain activities, which could include no
open fires; exclusion from a specific area;
or a requirement for certain permits or
health and safety requirements to be in
place. It is important to ask about any
restrictions at the point of requesting
permission to prevent any inconvenient
surprises later down the line, saving both
time and wasted resources. Building a
positive relationship with the landowner /
land management team could also lead to

o further opportunities for nature based
activities onsite or even the possibility for
your programme to contribute to a project
or permanent feature that supports their
objectives too. Landowners and management
teams are also likely to have a local
knowledge that could provide you with

some useful hints and tips for the site and

surrounding area.
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Choosing the environment

Whether you have an environment in mind
or not the immediate surroundings will
greatly influence the programme activities
possible and the type of nature based
experiences on offer. Although it is not
impossible to move to an alternative
location or visit a different site during
your programme this will have

additional planning and resource

burdens. You may not be able or willing

to facilitate these so it is important that
your chosen hub site has all that you

need to support a programmes worth

of activities.

In addition to the natural resources, and
therefore activities available, you also need
to consider your nature goal. Is one of your
aims to further your participant’s
connection, appreciation and support of
the nature found on their immediate door
step and in their everyday lives? In which
case maybe local parks; along a canal or
river side; or in a community centre garden
and grounds could work. Or would you like
to take residents further away from their
normal daily lives and introduce them to an
existing nature reserve, open space or
woodland that’s closer than they realise and
a great nature resource that they can
continue to visit for their health and
wellbeing after the programme has finished?

Possible locations include; local reserves, parks, woodlands, the beach, river or canal
banks, allotments, community gardens, a buildings grounds, a corner of a school or
sports field, a roof top garden or a village green. Options to explore as your potential
hub spaces are endless with lots to offer in each and every place.




As with all outreach activity it will be expected
that certain basic facilities will be available for
participants comfort and safety. This is of equal
importance when creating an outdoor
experience but in reality it can be a little harder
to organise and requires greater planning
particularly if you have identified a remote
location.

Any hub location will ideally need to provide a
source of clean running water and toilet
facilities. These can be a short distance from
your base but must be easily accessible to
participants when needed, alternatively

they can be brought on to site at various costs,
for example a porta-loo. A guide to setting up a
hub has also been provided that offers
information on core hub requirements and
includes some additional nice to haves too.

Ensuring Access

Finally, when choosing a hub location it is important
to consider the access arrangements with regards to
both travel and onsite access for those with mobility
issues. If participants are making their own way to
site using public transport do the appropriate
transport links exist? Are you covering transport
costs, in which case does the distance travelled
impact on your budget? Where can you or the
participants park, is it close to the hub itself? If

you are looking at a rural location what is the
terrain between the parking facilities and hub

and what about the site itself, how will you
overcome any physical barriers for participants
with disabilities? And how will you transport

any kit to the site?
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Fublic spaces vs Private Spaces

Many of the options detailed previously will be public or communal spaces
with pros and cons to be considered for their use as a hub spot. Below is a
quick overview of public vs private spaces:

Public spaces

Private spaces

Typically easy to get to via Few or no passers-by to disrupt

public or private transport. or put off participants.
Onsite infrastructure may Greater potential for creating a
already exist eg: bathroom secure permanent or
facilities, outside tap, seating semi-permanent hub space.
or shelter.
Opportunity to share the work
Likely to have better or good through signage and
access for those with access interpretation.
needs.

More opportunity to share

the work with the community
through profile raising and
communication with passers-by.
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Curious passers-by may stop Might be off the beaten track
and ask questions or want to with few or no public transport
join in. links meaning transportation

for participants will be
Passers-by may be off putting required.

to the participants, particularly
during any quiet, grounding or
reflective moments.

Unable to leave equipment on
site when not in attendance.

Noise from other users or the
surrounding areas.

Finally, we have some amazing green spaces in the UK and your
journey to finding a hub location could introduce you to lots of
places that you hadn't previously known about. Prepare a check
list of your requirements in advance, it's surprisingly easy to get
distracted by the beauty of a location or carried away in the
moment and forget to ask or seek all the information that

you need.




Equipping up your hub space

Choosing the most suitable location and natural
surroundings for your hub is important to the
success of your programme. It is unlikely that
you'll find a spot that already contains all the
necessary items you'll need to provide a
welcoming, comfortable and safe learning
environment. There are a few essential core
items that must be in place in order to proceed
with delivery and some additional optional
extras, or nice to haves, that can enhance
participants in nature experience.

This guide will provide you with some hub ideas and inspiration and to help you in your
search for potential suppliers. It is not a definitive list of everything you may want and
need for equipping your wellbeing hub nor is it a definitive supplier list, there will be
other suppliers available that you may prefer.

Supplier Key:

n Outdoor Educational % Play

Muddyfaces - a specialist supplier for Forest School and outdoor play whose
website includes advice,

activity ideas and events information as well as an on line shop.
Forestschoolshop.co.uk - a specialist outdoor school and events online store
that also offers a range of

wholesale goods and branding, trade accounts, loyalty points and an affiliate
scheme.

Outdoor Learning Resources — an online specialist in forest school equipment
and tools with a focus on

A\ outdoor and Camping

Available as both online and in person stores these outlets tend to have
everything you need for outdoor activities. A simple internet search should
provide you with lots of options to choose from.

= Generalist High Street or Online

These products are available from many easily accessed stores ranging from
supermarkets, department stores, DIY outlets, garden centres and internet
retail giants. A simple internet search should provide you with lots of
options to choose from.


















http://cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/nature-connection-toolkits
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